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Missoula, MT / December 10, 2015 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / This exhibition combines two of
Bozeman based artist Gesine Janzen’s bodies of work that use river imagery to explore the passing of
time and the elusive qualities of memory.
Janzen employs multiple print processes such as woodcut, monotype, lithography, and intaglio to layer
multiple colors, forms, and veils of ink. These layers reflect the physical qualities of flowing water and
mimic the act of recollection.
Janzen states, “I make images about the landscapes that have shaped my life. The indirectness of the
printed image interests me because it is something removed from the initial thoughts, drawings, and
actions of the artist. I work with this indirect process to build surfaces and create a quality of
uncertainty. This is a creative process that includes reflection, inexactness, the depiction of an ephemeral
space, and the passing of time. I look for something more than what is in front of me. I make pictures
that employ the process of searching and discovery to express thoughts, sensations, and specific
qualities surrounding a place.”
Janzen began to use rivers metaphorically in her work when she made the decision to trace her
ancestors from central Kansas back to the Vistula River Delta in Poland. They had lived there for
centuries, but left due to political pressure. Janzen says, “My artistic interest in rivers began with a
2009 trip to Poland to draw the Vistula River, which was home to my ancestors for three hundred years.
They farmed the floodplain of this river and thrived along its banks, until they were forced to leave. My
family’s total absence in that place where they had lived for so long struck me deeply, and what
became central to my work was a strong sense of the landscape, not the people, as the only permanent
entity over time.”
Janzen continued to create prints of Montana rivers, connecting her home near the headwaters of the
Missouri in Bozeman to her family home in Kansas. Janzen states, “Seeking a connection with the
landscape of Montana, I began looking at the Missouri… the river continues toward the Midwest and
winds its way toward my childhood home in Kansas. Having focused on the Kansas landscape in my
artwork for many years, the river became a physical connection between my present and my past life.”
In 2011, Janzen expanded the series by traveling to places impacted by the high water as the Missouri
flooded, cities such as Kansas City, Omaha, and Pierre. In the backwaters and eddies, Janzen
discovered debris washed downstream from the wreck of flood waters, and noted how “the absence of

people…emphasizes the ephemeral quality of life along the river, which continues its eternal stream
unaware of the human activity around it.”
This exhibition unites Janzen’s bodies of work that depict rivers. Janzen has created a powerful
meditation on connection and loss, places of origin and later descendants, sensations that are familiar
and foreign, and that which is cultivated versus that which is uncontained.
Janzen is Associate Professor of Art and Head of Printmaking at Montana State University (MSU). She
grew up in Lawrence, KS, and studied at Bethel College, the University of Kansas, and Studio Art
Centers International in Florence, before receiving an MFA from the University of Iowa. Prior to coming
to MSU, she taught at the University of Missouri and the Kansas City Art Institute. Janzen’s work is held
in numerous collections, including the Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art; the Beach Museum of Art;
Artist/Printmaker/Photographer Research Collection at the Museum of Texas Tech, Lubbock; Spencer
Museum of Art; and the Hallmark and Sprint collections.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the MAM
website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Brandon Reintjes, Senior Curator,
brandon@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x230.
- END –
About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists
and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and
region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM
showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists.
Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.

