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Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho to Showcase Stephen Glueckert: All Mixed Up
September 9, 2016 – January 7, 2017// Carnegie Gallery
Missoula Art Museum
Member Preview: September 7, 5 PM
First Friday Opening Reception: September 9, 5-8 PM, Gallery Talk, 7 PM
Distinguished Artist Lecture: September 10, 1 PM
Missoula, MT / August 22, 2016 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) -MAM is pleased to present this survey of Stephen Glueckert’s prolific art career from the 1970s to
present. A consummate artist and educator, he has created a vast outpouring of work influenced by folk
and intuitive artist traditions, as well as modernism. Included are early films, handmade games,
drawings, conceptual pieces, drawing machines, collages, interactive sculptures, and inventive mixed
media assemblages.
A native of Montana, Glueckert was born in Missoula and grew up in Great Falls. His forebears
introduced industrial steam laundries to the Montana territory in the 1860s, settling between Bozeman
and Livingston in Chestnut, Montana. He was raised on a working farm and in an industrial laundry,
two family occupations that influenced his later artwork.
Glueckert studied art at the University of Idaho-Moscow, and later earned his master’s in art education
from Western Washington University-Bellingham. He went on to work as a counselor and teacher at
the Northwest Children’s Home in Lewiston, Idaho, for a decade before moving back to Great Falls to
serve as Curator of Education at Paris Gibson Square Museum of Art. Glueckert moved to Missoula
and served as Curator of Education and later became Curator of Art at the Missoula Art Museum,
retiring in 2015 as Senior Exhibitions Curator. He was first to receive the honorary title at MAM of
Curator Emeritus. Throughout his long career in the museum field he continued to create art.
James Todd, Emeritus Professor of Art and Humanities at the University of Montana, writes, “Steve is
that rare phenomenon: a democratic artist who believes the purpose of a museum, like that of Charles
Willson Peale (1741-1827), is to exhibit all things that enhance the education of the visitor. This
explains his unusual tolerance and empathy for the art of others.”
Glueckert emphasizes the emotional or humorous content of stories while at the same time
championing social justice issues and advocating for cultural values. His artwork serves as a conduit
for his concern over a host of social ills and human behaviors, recreating especially outrageous and
egregious events, such as the 1991 beating of taxi driver Rodney King, the immoral and illegal side of
finance at the height of Wall Street opulence, or the popularization of the uniquely American
phenomenon of Christian televangelism. His reactions to these events either support or belie his
deeply-felt social and political beliefs and help make him an especially sensitive tuning fork that in
turn fuels his artistic production. As such, Glueckert listens and responds to the peculiarities of the
American identity in his work.

This exhibition will travel to the Yellowstone Art Museum in Billings, Nicolaysen Museum of Art in
Casper, Wyoming, and Pritchard Art Gallery at the University of Idaho-Moscow throughout 2018.
MAM will feature Glueckert’s work in a limited-edition full-color catalog for the exhibition that
invites the reader to create a drawing on the cover using one of Glueckert’s drawing machines.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the
MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Brandon Reintjes, Senior Curator,
brandon@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x230.
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About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION // FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to
engage artists and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community,
state and region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since
1987, MAM showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and
international artists. Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM5PM.

