NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release
LESLIE VAN STAVERN MILLAR II TO EXHIBIT MONTANA PEEPSHOW STORIES
September 21, 2016 – January 21, 2017
Montana Book Festival Artist Lecture: September 22, 2 PM
First Friday: November 4, 5-8 PM
Gallery Talk: November 4, 7 PM
Saturday +: November 5, 11 AM-12 PM
Missoula, MT / August 24, 2016 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) -- Leslie Van Stavern Millar’s
new exhibition, Montana Peepshow Stories, is engaging and entertaining, and we can say the same of
Millar. Many are familiar with her art performance persona, “Science Woman,” who appears widely
in parades across the state and researches and lectures on scientific topics, such as how art improves
the quality of life and what makes living in Montana a unique experience.
More than 20 years ago, Science Woman presented the first Montana Peepshow Stories that depicted
Queen Elizabeth I as a time-traveler visiting historic moments in Montana as part of the Caravan
Project, a mobile art collective that visited rural communities throughout the state. For the MAM
exhibition, Millar has added five paintings to the original five in the series. The new works depict the
Queen and specific people and events in Missoula’s history, such as the Black Bicycle Corps of Fort
Missoula, the Salish Pow Wow in Arlee, and President Roosevelt on the occasion when he spoke on
Higgins Avenue in 1911.
The series of 10 paintings are housed in freestanding wooden boxes, calling to mind the peepshows of
yesteryear. Visitors will find the peepshows featured in MAM’s Travel Montana Lobby and encounter
the works throughout the museum’s three floors. Millar’s peepshows have a long history of involving
viewers in a sense of discovery. Using gouache pigments, Millar masterfully paints the narrative
scenes in meticulous detail and luscious color. The compositions are stunning; Millar can divide a
scene with a perfectly straight line and counterbalance with the sweep of a flag or roll of distant hills.
Repetition is also the key to her work. The detail of a brick wall or the pattern on a woman’s dress
moves the viewer’s eye through the image. Rather than creating frenetic motion, these patterns create
stability and offer a fresh and contemporary view of the repeating patterns of local history.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the
MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Brandon Reintjes, Senior Curator,
brandon@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x230.
- ENDAbout MAM: FREE EXPRESSION // FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to
engage artists and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community,
state and region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since
1987, MAM showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and
international artists. Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM5PM.

