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Fifth Grade Identity–In A Box!
Through March 13, 2015
Missoula, MT / December 17, 2014 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / This year students involved in the
28th Fifth Grade Art Experience were inspired by the work of artist Kate Hunt and encouraged to
experiment with materials, found images, paint, wire and wax to create boxes that expressed who they
are. Teachers Janaina Vieira-Marques and Steve Krutek encouraged students to think of the basic
elements of art and design as they work: “What is the point of emphasis? Is there pattern, unity,
expressive color?” But more importantly, they ask kids to ask Kate Hunt’s most pressing questions as she
creates art: “What if?” So students ask themselves… “what if I… pour wax over sawdust…wrap wire
through the box… poke holes to create an image… paint the whole box black and add white stars…
create a 3-D American flag…?” And the creative process continues from there.
The results prove that fifth graders are unique and ingenious in the ways they problem-solve and express
themselves. This level of investigation of materials and freedom of expression with art projects is something
our fifth graders are rarely given the opportunity to experience. Creative problem-solving is an
invaluable experience and enhances the understanding and viewing of the high-quality works of art on
display at MAM.

Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the MAM
website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Renee Taaffe, Education Curator,
reneet@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x228.
- END –
About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists
and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and
region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM
showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists.
Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.

