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Crossing the River: Hmong Story Cloths
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Educational Programming in conjunction with the Big Read & Festival of
the Book: October 9-11, 2014
Missoula, MT / May 1, 2014 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / Crossing the River: Hmong Story Cloths is
an opportunity for MAM to highlight the rich culture of the Hmong people. MAM’s permanent collection
includes a wonderful variety of over 240 Hmong textiles including clothing, ceremonial garments, flower
cloths, and, featured in this exhibit, wonderful Hmong story cloths.
The story cloth form of Hmong embroidery is a recent development in the ancient Hmong culture, first
produced in the Thai refugee camps in the mid-1970s as a means of earning a livelihood for thousands
of refugee families. But these colorfully and delightfully rendered embroideries are also a fresh take on
the Hmong’s rich tradition of storytelling, and allow Hmong elders to communicate traditions, history,
and folklore both with a wider international audience and with younger generations of Hmong raised in
the United States.
In 1961, Jerry Daniels, a Missoula smoke jumper turned CIA operative was appointed liaison officer
between Hmong leader General Vang Pao and the CIA, coordinating the guerilla war between the
Hmong and the Lao and Vietnamese communists, secretly financed by the American government. In
1975, the United States pulled out of Southeast Asia and the Laos government fell to the communists. To
escape retribution, thousands of Hmong fled across the Mekong River to refugee camps in Thailand.
Daniels was appointed Chief Ethnic Affairs Officer in charge of the Lao refugees, and helped his
Hmong friends resettle in the United States. In 1976, hundreds of Hmong families were brought to the
Bitterroot Valley and Missoula to escape the communist takeover of Laos.
Though known as legendary jungle fighters, the Hmong were also an industrious and peaceful people
who valued the land and made their living from agriculture, hunting, and trading. These embroideries
share the Hmong people’s rich histories, legends, and traditions in a skillfully rendered and enjoyable
visual vocabulary accessible to all.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the
MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Ted Hughes, Registrar,
ted@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x222.
- END –
About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists
and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and
region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM
showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists.
Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM, Sunday, 12-5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.

