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Artini: Muhsings, October 21, 5:30-9 PM

Artist Reception and Gallery Talk: October 21, 6 PM

Missoula, MT / August 17, 2010/ Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / Darby, MT artist Steve
Muhs is one of the most prolific artists in the region. Since moving to Montana in the early
1990’s, Muhs has lived in several different communities throughout the state including Dillon,
Billings, and Wolf Point. He received a BS from Western Montana College in Dillon, and an
MA in Art from Eastern lllinois University.

Like the Art Brut artists that emerged in Europe in the 1940’s, Muhs is an educated and
formally trained artist that has taken an idealistic approach to aesthetics. He embraces
childlike and direct drawing methods and eschews traditional standards of beauty in favor
of what he believes to be a more authentic and human approach to art-making. Like many
of the modern movements that rebelled against the norms of the day, some of the Art Brut
artists advocated finding ways to unlearn their formal art training. French writer and
publisher Jean Paulhan, friend and supporter to many surrealist and Art Brut artists,
described their challenges with expected norms and standards of the academy as a form of
“intellectual terrorism.”

Regardless of historical precedent, Muhs is a unique artist working consistently in the region
and is deserving of serious attention and consideration. Underlying his raw drawings is a
sophisticated and savvy sense of humor. The text he incorporates into the drawings is an
additional layer of information, sometimes only vaguely connected to the image it
accompanies. Muhs often combines Xerox images with the most common and mundane
language and phrases. His work demonstrates he is extremely obsessive, prolific, and
committed to his work.

Viewing these drawings, we discover they are full of philosophical jargon, compositionally
refined, free from intellectual concerns, and consistently walk the tightrope of the absurd
and the serious.

Contact: For more information please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406-728-0447,
visit the MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Stephen Glueckert,
Exhibitions Curator, stevegl@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x226.
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About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists and
audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and region.
Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM showcases

diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists. Gallery Hours:
Wed-Fri, 10AM-5PM, Sat, 10AM-3PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.
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