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Dwayne Wilcox: Above the Fruited Plains
June 1 - October 21, 2012
Exhibition Opening and Artist’s Reception, June 1, 5-8 PM
Artist’s Gallery Talk: June 1, 7 PM
Saturday Family Art Workshop: June 2, 11 AM -12:30 PM
Artist’s Tour: June 2, 12:30 PM
Missoula, MT / April 24, 2012 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / MAM is delighted to host
Dwayne Wilcox: Above the Fruited Plains. Wilcox’s approach is quite simple; he uses graphite
and colored pencils to alter old ledger paper. Ledger Art has a rich history with the Plains
people, but like many contemporary artists, Wilcox uses the ledger paper as a platform for
contemporary expression. Wilcox is unique amongst many of the contemporary ledger artists,
for his work is steeped in humor and irony. And while one finds strong design principles
present in Ledger Art, Wilcox consistently adds the additional element of a resolved
narrative. He states, “The culture I grew up in has a wonderful place for humor, it is also
medicine, and I would hope to show this to the outside world”.
Ledger Art is a term for Plains Indian narrative drawing or painting on paper or cloth. Ledger
Art flourished primarily from the 1860s to the 1920s. The term comes from the accounting
ledger books that were a common source of paper for Plains Indians. Most scholars agree
that Ledger Art evolved from Plains hide painting. A contemporary revival of Ledger Art
began in the 1960s and 1970s.
Although not formally trained in the arts, Wilcox has conducted extensive independent
research on Ledger Art. He states, “The past twenty three years I have followed my dream of
doing my life’s calling as a full time artist. I view my profession as a tool
to enlighten those who wish to expand their knowledge of the Lakota people to the best of
my ability.” It is important to note that Wilcox pokes fun and by doing so, brings to light the
fact that there are different ways of looking at the world that are inherently cultural.
Wilcox lives in Rapid City, SD. His work is included in permanent collections at the University
of Arkansas, Charles M. Russell Museum, South Dakota State University, Red Cloud Indian
School, Akta Lakota Museum, Hood Museum of Art, Dakota Prairie Museum and the Peabody
Museum. The exhibition will be hosted in the Lynda M. Frost Contemporary American Indian
Art Gallery. This gallery is dedicated to honor the creative cultural contributions of American
Indian people to contemporary art, and to ensure that Indian artists will always have a place
to celebrate that contribution.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447,
visit the MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Stephen Glueckert,
Exhibitions Curator, stevegl@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x226.
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About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists and
audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and region. Founded
in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM showcases diverse and
thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists. Gallery Hours: Monday-Thursday,
10AM-5PM, Friday-Sunday, 10AM-3PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.

