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For Immediate Release: December 11, 2007

Missoula Art Museum presents the
36th Annual Benefit Art Auction and Exhibition

Exhibition: January 11- 31, 2008
Opening Public Reception: January 11, 2008, 5-8pm
Artini Auction: January 17, 2008

Gala Auction and Dinner: February 2, 2008
Missoula, MT / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / MAM’s 36th Annual Benefit Art Auction Exhibition and subsequent auction events are quickly approaching. This important benefit – Missoula’s longest running – is critical for MAM to continue serving over 40,000 visitors each year, offering free admission. The juried auction exhibition will be open with a public reception on January 11 and will be on view from January 11-31, 2008 and will feature over 90 artworks including artists with regional careers and national reputations. The works are all original, contemporary and include a diverse range of media. All works will also be on view and up for bid online from January 11-31, 2008 at www.auctions.readysetauction.com/missoulaartmuseum.
The Benefit Auction includes two separate yet related fundraising auctions: the Artini Auction on January 17, 2008 and the Gala Auction and Dinner on February 2, 2008. 
Artini: Auction, part of MAM’s 36th Annual Benefit Auction, is a hip, engaging, and affordable event created to initiate first time collectors eager to gain perspective on cutting-edge contemporary art. The Artini Auction will be at MAM. The evening begins at 5:30pm with a Headwaters Dance Company performance, cocktails and auction preview. At 6:30pm, 515 will serve gourmet eats during a Young Collectors Panel Discussion. The live auction begins at 7:30pm with Craig Menteer, Master of Ceremonies. Headwaters will perform again following the auction. Tickets prices: $10 for members, $20 for non-members and $25 at the door for all.
Gala Live and Silent Auctions and Dinner will be at the Hilton Garden Inn Conference Center, 3720 North Reserve Street.  The evening begins at 5pm with cocktails in the rotunda, silent auction bidding and auction preview. At 6pm, a gourmet dinner will be served with a welcome from MAM Director Laura Millin and MAM Board President Sharon Alexander. The live auction kicks off at 7pm with Jerry Toner, Master of Ceremonies. Tickets prices: $75 for members, $90 for non-members and $105 at the door for all.
About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. MAM educates, challenges and inspires the community through contemporary art. MAM preserves our emerging cultural heritage through the development and conservation of its art collection. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists. Gallery Hours: Tues-Sat, 11AM-5PM.  Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM. For a complete listing of MAM press releases, click here.
Contact: 
John Calsbeek, Assistant Curator & Preparator, johnc@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447, x229
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