NEWS RELEASE
For Immediate Release

The Art of Human Conflict

July 8 - October 18, 2014 // Lela Autio Education Gallery
Educational Programming in conjunction with the Big Read & Festival of
the Book: October 9-11, 2014
Missoula, MT / May 1, 2014 / Missoula Art Museum (MAM) / Conflict in its limitless forms has been a
part of the human environment since the dawn of history. Artists from diverse cultures and eras have
portrayed these confrontations, whether a subtle, psychological struggle between two individuals or a
world-wide war between modern industrialized societies. In the exhibit The Art of Human Conflict, MAM
turns to its own permanent collection to share the varied subject matter and imagery contemporary
artists use to convey disputes and cultural clashes.
For millennia in the Western world, artists, in an effort to conform to the powers that be, portrayed
princes and kings crushing their enemies in victorious battles. Evidence of this is seen in the stone reliefs
and steles of the ancient world, the tapestries of the middle ages, the frescos of the renaissance, and
the grand paintings of the baroque and beyond. The princes of the courts and the church paid great
commissions for artworks meant to enhance their glory and strike fear into the hearts of their enemies.
With the advent of the modern era, visual artists were freed from relying on church and state to pay
the bills, allowing them to bring a more diverse and personal perspective on conflict. In the few years
leading up to WWI, certain German Expressionists created paintings that captured the growing dark
psychological atmosphere. The onset of WWI especially would usher in an era of portraying war not as
a glorious spectacle, but as a horror. The German expressionist painter Otto Dix, a soldier in the war,
produced a print series entitled Der Krieg, which is a particularly grim and gruesome illustration of the
harsh realities of the front lines and war. As the world became more complex and integrated, artists
continued to produce commentary on the range of human conflicts with their own unique vision and
perspective.
These selections from MAM’s permanent collection cover a variety of human conflicts: Roger Shimomura’s
portrayal of the WWII Japanese internment camps, Jim Todd’s cold war commentaries, and Jaune
Quick-to-See Smith’s portrayals of the Native American conflict with the dominant culture. Psychological
explorations include John Hull’s paintings suggesting a narrative of menace and violence, Sheila Mile’s
expressive paintings of interpersonal dramas, and Peter Kurinsky’s struggle as his own mind turned
against him.
Contact: For more information, please contact the Missoula Art Museum at 406.728.0447, visit the
MAM website at www.missoulaartmuseum.org or contact Stephen Glueckert, Senior Exhibitions Curator,
stevegl@missoulaartmuseum.org, 406.728.0447 x226.
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About MAM: FREE EXPRESSION / FREE ADMISSION. The Missoula Art Museum strives to engage artists
and audience in the creative exploration of contemporary art relevant to our community, state and
region. Founded in 1975 and accredited by the American Association of Museums since 1987, MAM
showcases diverse and thought-provoking contemporary artwork from local and international artists.
Gallery Hours: Tuesday- Saturday, 10 AM - 5 PM, Sunday, 12-5 PM. Office hours: Mon-Fri, 9AM-5PM.

